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the paper at all, in the course of which the Yice-President and
the Senators from. Pennsylvania made further explanations of
their respective agencies in having the paper modified before it
was sent to the Senate. On all sides the greatest respect was
manifested toward Mr. "Webster ; and those who caused the
offensive paragraph to be stricken out were very explicit in
their declarations that they had assumed a questionable respon-
sibility in relation to a paper that fell within the category of
petitions, because it contained grossly indecent imputations
against a member of the Senate. It was finally rejected by a
decisive vote.

Such were the contemptible source- and shape of the charge
that Mr. "Webster was acting under a bias as the paid advocate
of the bank, and such was the manner in which this charge
first carne into public notice. It was a charge made by low
politicians of a distant borough, prompted or unprompted, and
calling themselves "friends of the Administration." It was
not much more than a twelvemonth since that Administration
had been obliged to ask this great statesman's aid in a perilous
crisis of its affairs; and well might public men of honor and
character, who were in his presence, blush for the baseness of
their partisans. But official rebuke of such a slander does not
kill it. It possesses a vitality that can adapt itself to other
shapes; and it soon came to be said, that although the charge
that the bank was his " client" could not shake public confi-
dence in Mr. "Webster, the fact that the bank was his " creditor"
was, at all events, good ground of attack. In this form the cal-
umny has still perhaps living believers.1 They may be gratified
to know, under his own hand, precisely what his pecuniary rela-
tion to the Bank of the "United States was then, and had been
previously. Two letters are extant, in which he lias taken
notice of this form of the imputation. One of them was ad-
dressed to Mr. Everett, who was at the time serving on a com-
mittee of the House of Representatives to investigate the con-
dition of the bank. It has been published heretofore. The

1 I am inclined to think that, in re-   sometimes heard Mr. Webster's indebt-
spect to sums, the supposed disburse-   ment to the bank stated at the sum of
ments of the bank, in the shape of fees,    fifty-six thousand dollars, by persons
assumed by the politicians of " York,"    who were children \vhen the events de-
became, traditionally, loans. I have   scribed in the text occurred.
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